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Independent Writing Project 
Project Description:  For this project, you will be creating an independent writing project.  You will have the opportunity to choose the genre and topic of your choice and work through the writing process at your own pace.  For whichever genre you choose, you will also be writing an artist’s statement to go along with your piece, which will describe your process and what you have learned.  Within this process, you will also participate in peer writing circles, where you will be giving and receiving feedback on your writing.  Below is the rubric and criteria by which you will be graded.  
	Outcome
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Plan

Make deliberate plans, reflect, and persevere in order to achieve goals


	___  Student does not clearly outline her goals for the work period or does not fulfill the goals created.  She requires constant teacher redirection.

___  Student does not meet many of the required deadlines.

___  Student does not give critical feedback to at least 2 other peers and/or the feedback is minimal and unhelpful.  
___  Student does not engage in the steps of the writing process (i.e. collecting & gathering, outlining, drafting).  


	____  Student outlines clear goals for the work period, but may not fulfill them completely.  She may require some teacher redirection.

____  Student meets most required deadlines.

___  Student gives critical feedback to at least 2 other peers.  Her comments include both “warm” and “cool” feedback that is specific.  Most of the suggested revisions, however, are related to minor flaws in the piece.  

___  Student engages in the steps of the writing process, but may do so superficially.  She may complete the steps quickly, but not thoroughly.  


	____  Student outlines clear goals for the work period and fulfills them successfully.  She requires little to no teacher redirection. 

___  Student meets all required deadlines.

___  Student gives critical feedback to at least 2 other peers.  Her comments include both “warm” and “cool” feedback that is specific.  The revisions suggested are ones that will truly improve the piece as a whole.  

___  Student engages in the steps of the writing process with a true intent to produce a strong and meaningful piece.  She demonstrates real commitment and dedication to her piece and is extremely thorough as she completes each step.  



	Be Precise

Accurately represent language.

	___  The project contains many unintentional errors in capitalization, homophone use, sentence fragments, and/or run-on sentences.  


	___  The project contains some unintentional errors in capitalization, homophone use, sentence fragments, and/or run-on sentences.  
	___  The project has no intentional errors in capitalization, homophone use, sentence fragments, and/or run-on sentences.  


	Create

Produce or develop a product for expression


	___  Student gives little consideration to peer and/or teacher feedback.  There is little to no evidence of revision from the student’s first draft.  

___  Student is unable to convey the purpose of her project to others (i.e. to persuade, to entertain, to inform).  

___  Student does not follow the correct style/format of the chosen genre or there are some required elements that may be missing.

___  The artist’s statement is weak or missing or completely missing.

___  The student’s work has a messy appearance and/or looks like it was put together in a rush.


	____  Student gives some consideration to peer and/or teacher feedback.  There is some evidence of revision from the student’s first draft.  

____  Student is partially able to convey the purpose of her story to others (i.e. to persuade, to entertain, to inform).

___  Student follows the basic style/format of the chosen genre.  All required elements of the genre are present, but the writing could have been stronger.

___  Student includes her artist’s statement, although it could have been stronger and more specific.  

___  The assignment has a clean and neat appearance and looks as authentic as possible.
	____  Student truly values and sees the purpose of the revision process.  She strongly considers peer and/or teacher feedback, uses specific mentor texts, and implements various revision techniques in order to strengthen her piece.  Her final product is markedly different and better than her first draft.  

____  Student clearly expresses the purpose of her story to others (i.e. to persuade, to entertain, to inform).  

___  Student shows a clear knowledge and comfort with the style/format of the chosen genre.  All required elements of the genre are present and the writing is exceptionally strong.  

___  Student includes her artist’s statement.  It is extremely detailed and well-developed. 

___  Student puts a tremendous amount of effort, thought, and creativity into the appearance of the assignment.  It looks as authentic as possible.



