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Argument Writing Essay Rubric
Directions:  Write an argumentative essay in which you answer ONE of the following questions:
· Should animals be used for testing?

· Is technology helping or harming social interactions (relationships)?

· Should single sex schools be allowed?

	Outcome
	Not Yet


	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Plan

Make deliberate plans, reflect, and persevere in order to achieve goals.


	___  During class work periods, student is off task.

___  Student hands in the assignment late.

___  Student gives little to no consideration to peer and/or teacher feedback.  There is barely any or no evidence of revision to incorporate lessons learned in class.  Student does not hand in her drafts.  


	___  During class work periods, student is on task most of the time, but may need some teacher redirection.

___  Student hands the assignment in on time.  

___  Student hands in her drafts.  She gives some consideration to peer and/or teacher feedback and some evidence of revision to incorporate lessons learned in class.  Revisions may be relatively small in nature.  


	___  During class work periods, student is on task and needs no teacher redirection.  

___  Student hands the assignment in on time.

___  Student hands in her drafts.  She gives strong consideration to peer and/or teacher feedback.  Her drafts show evidence of strong and effective revisions that incorporate lessons learned in class and that greatly add to the quality of her piece.  



	Be Precise

Accurately represent language.

	___  Student has many errors in capitalization.

___  Direct quotes are not punctuated correctly.

___  Student frequently confuses the spelling of common homophones.  

___  Student has multiple spelling errors that impact the readability of the piece.
	___  Student has some errors in capitalization.

___  Direct quotes are punctuated correctly.

___  Student has some errors when spelling common homophones.
___  Student has some spelling errors, but the mistakes do not detract greatly from a reader’s understanding of the text.


	___  Student has no errors in capitalization.

___  Direct quotes are punctuated correctly.

___  Student has no errors when spelling common homophones.  
___  Student has few to no spelling errors.

 

	Argue

Build a case for and defend conclusions reached, based in sound logic and valid evidence.


	___  Student’s thesis statement is missing or is not clear.  

___  Student supports her claim with reasons that are repetitive. 

___  Student does not choose evidence/examples that support the topic sentence and/or thesis.  
___  Student does not include any information from the sources used in class in her essay and/or she does not cite them properly.  

___  The discussion may be illogical or missing completely.  

___  Student does not include any counterarguments into her essay.  


	___  Student clearly chooses one side of the debate.  Her opinion is clearly represented in her thesis and throughout the entire essay.

___  Student presents at least 2 separate and distinct reasons to support her claim.

___  Student chooses evidence/examples that support the topic sentences and/or thesis.  
___  Student includes information from at least 2 sources read in class.  She cites them properly.

___  The discussion is logical, although it could have been stronger and further explained.  Readers can somewhat follow the writer’s train of thought. 

___  Student includes counterarguments into her essay, but may not rebut them fully or strongly. 


	___  Student clearly chooses one side of the debate.  Her opinion is clearly represented in her thesis and throughout the entire essay.

___  Student presents at least 3 separate and distinct reasons to support her claim.

___  Student chooses the strongest and most compelling evidence/examples in order to support her topic sentence and/or thesis.
___  Student includes information from at least 2 sources read in class and cites them properly.  She also varies the way she cites them in order to avoid repetition.

___  The discussion is extremely strong and logical.  Readers are easily able to follow the writer’s train of thought.

___  Student includes counterarguments smoothly into her essay and rebuts them successfully.  




