Author’s Purpose

What is “author’s purpose”?  

Author's purpose is WHY an author chooses to write something (their aim or their intent).


What are some common reasons authors choose to write something?
There may be many reasons why an author choose to write something, but here are three of the most common reasons:  

· To persuade:  The author wants readers to think a certain way or believe a certain thing.  The author usually has a strong opinion about a particular topic and wants others to believe it too.  

· To inform:  The author wants to teach or tell readers about a particular topic, but without pushing a specific opinion.  Informational pieces are usually neutral and objective.

· To entertain:  The author wants to provide readers with amusement or enjoyment; a fun way to pass the time

If you have trouble remembering what the 3 most common purposes are, just think of PIE!
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How do I figure out what an author's purpose is?

When trying to figure out what an author’s purpose is, follow the steps below:  

1. Look at the GENRE of the text (most of the time, these will be in the directions).  For example, is the document a story, an article, a play, etc.?  Knowing the genre can help you narrow down your choices for what the author’s purpose is.  If the genre is…


Fiction (stories, poems, plays)  (  Then most likely the author’s main purpose is to entertain.


Nonfiction (articles, biographies, editorials) ( You can narrow down your choices.  The author’s purpose will either be to inform OR to persuade.

2. While and after reading, ask yourself some questions:  


· Does the author seem to have a strong opinion about the topic he/she is writing about?

· Does the author use any words that could be opinion (e.g. good, bad, horrible, disgusting)? 

· Does the author seem to be only showing one side of the argument/topic?

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, then the author is trying to persuade.


· Is the author giving facts/information about a particular topic in a neutral way?  (i.e. Without including words that could be opinion – good, bad, horrible, disgusting, etc.)  

· Is the author presenting/telling both sides of an argument?

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, then the author is trying to inform.

