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Author’s Purpose Practice

Directions:  Read the article named “Eye-identification” and answer the question that follows.  

“Eye” – dentification


For years, science has looked for ways to identify people.  Usually, this is done for security reasons.  Some place still use fingerprints to tell who someone is.  Today, however, the best way to identify someone is to focus on the eye.


For one thing, each person’s eye is unique.  Each retina has its own pattern of blood vessels.  Now a machine can scan and map a retina.  In a retinal scan, infrared light is first shone onto the retina.  The blood vessels absorb this light quickly.  Then a camera captures a picture, which is stored on a computer.  Later, that stored picture can quickly be compared with any new scan.


Retinal scans are quick and accurate.  The chance of a mistake is one in ten million.  Better yet, so far no criminal has found a way to fool the machine. 

*****

What is the author’s purpose?  How do you know?

Directions:  Read the editorial named “Moviegoers Unite!” and answer the question that follows.  

Moviegoers Unite!


Movies are way too expensive these days. You may have to pay more than $8 for a single seat in a theater.  Then you’ll want to spring for snacks and a soda, which cost more than the ticket!  It’s robbery.  There’s no reason why movies and food should costs so much except that the major theater chains have a monopoly on the market.  In most cities and towns, you have no choice.  If you want to see the movie at a theater, you have to go to one of the major chains, either in a mall or a freestanding movie theater.

****

What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?  How do you know?

Directions:  Read the short story called “Problem Solved!” and answer the question that follows.  

Problem Solved!


My family has had the same telephone number for ages.  Then one day, our phone rang, and someone asked for an appointment.  “Wrong number,” said my brother, and the caller apologized.  A few minutes later, she called back and seemed surprised to reach the same number.


It turned out that a new hairdresser had opened the week before.  This shop had mailed out advertising flyers containing a telephone number.  Unfortunately, they had mistakenly printed our telephone number, and soon our phone rang constantly.


My father called the shop owner and explained the problem, but the owner did not seem too interested.  Sending out new flyers would cost money.  So the problem continued.  


My family was suffering.  All day long the telephone rang, and at least half the calls were not for us.  My mother tried calling the shop owner, but still nothing changed.  


Then I had a bright idea.  Whenever someone called, I gave them an appointment.  All of the appointments were for Saturday at 10:00 A.M.  I did this all week long.


I don’t know how many people showed up for haircuts that Saturday.  Within three days, though, a new flyer had been sent out.  This time, the number was correct.  

*****

What is the author’s purpose?  How do you know?

Directions:  Read the article entitled “Best Quarterback Of All Time” and answer the questions that follow.  
Best Quarterback Of All Time

One of America’s most talented and celebrated athletes, Johnny Unitas, was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1933.  Without a doubt, he is the greatest quarterback of all time.  And, remarkably, he was almost denied the chance to play the game.  


His dream team, Notre Dame, was unwilling to take a change that Johnny’s rather fail, 138-pound frame would bulk up.  But it turned out to be Notre Dame’s loss.  As star quarterback for the University of Louisville, Unitas went on to set a string of passing and touchdown records few could ever hope to repeat.  As quarterback of the Baltimore Colts from 1956 to 1972, he led the team to two National Football League titles and a Super Bowl championship.


With courage and determination, Unitas forever changed the game of football.  He proved, time and again, what it was to be a true champion.

****

What is the author’s purpose for writing this passage?  How do you know?

