ELA Review Sheet

Literary Elements
Character:  the people, animals, or objects that act and speak in the story.

· Protagonist: the main character that the story is mainly about (all the events center around this person)

· Antagonist: the person/people or thing that is causing problems for the protagonist

Setting:  the environment in which the story takes place. This could include WHERE (place), WHEN (time period), or even a SOCIETY'S RULES. 

Conflict:  the main problem that the protagonist faces and tries to resolve, or fix. This could include: 

· External conflict: when the problem is caused by an outside force (NOT by the protagonist)

· Person vs. person

· Person vs. nature

· Person vs. society

· Internal conflict: when the conflict has to do with a problem that is within (inside) the protagonist

· Person vs. self

Theme:  the central idea(s) or main message(s) in a literary work.  The theme is what the author wants readers to learn or realize. It is NOT something that is stated; it is the reader's job to figure it out! 

The theme of a book is sometimes hard to find, but it helps to think about the following questions:
· What do the characters learn in the story?

· What did I learn or realize from reading the story?

· Are there any examples of Words of the Wiser?  (When an older, wiser, trusted character gives advice to the protagonist)
· Are there any examples of Again and Again?  (Are there any words or ideas that are repeated again and again throughout the text?)
Remember that themes are universal, which means that they are generally true for everyone. Therefore, themes should NOT be too specific to a character or a book; the statement should be true and applicable to other people/situations as well. 

Point of View:  from whose perspective the story is told. There are 3 common types:

· First person: when the narrator is a character IN the story and only knows what that character knows, thinks, and feels. The narration includes words like “I,” “we,” “us,” and “our.”

· Third person: when the narrator is NOT a character in the story and the person speaking knows the inside thoughts and feelings of the characters. The narration includes the characters’ names and words like, “he,” “she,” “them,” and “they.” 

Story Elements

Plot:  the main events of a play, novel, or any other piece of fictional literature

Resolution:  the solution to the problem in the story

Poetry Terms
Rhyme scheme: the pattern of the poem's rhyming words.  It is usually indicated by letters of the alphabet.  

How to identify rhyme scheme:

· Look at the last word in each line

· Label each new rhyming sound a letter, beginning with “a”

· Continue labeling the last words in other lines.  If it is a brand new rhyming sound, assign it the next letter in the alphabet.  If it is a rhyming sound that you’ve heard in a previous line, give it the same letter as the original sound.  
Example:

I wrote myself a letter. (a)
I mailed it right away. (b)



This poem’s rhyme scheme is “abcb.”
And, sure enough, the carrier, (c)
delivered it today. (b)
Speaker:  the person/thing that is speaking in a poem.  This is different from the author!
Stanza:  a group of lines put together in poetry (similar to paragraphs in prose)

Tone and Mood

Tone is the speaker’s attitude or feelings toward a subject.

Mood is the atmosphere of a piece of writing; it’s the emotional effect that the text creates for the reader/audience.
(See your handout for sample tone and mood words.)
Author’s Purpose

To persuade:  the author wants the readers to think a certain way or believe a certain thing.  The author has strong feelings and beliefs about the topic.

Ask yourself:

-  Does the author have a strong opinion he/she wants to share?

-  Does the author want me to do or think something specific?
To inform:  the author wants to teach or tell readers about something

Ask yourself:  

-  Is the author just telling me about something?

-  Does the author present both sides in a neutral way?
To entertain:  the author wants to provide readers with amusement or enjoyment
Remember, author’s purpose is as easy as P-I-E!

(Persuade-Inform-Entertain)
Identifying and Writing Summaries

When you are writing summaries, remember to include only the most important information from the entire passage.  It should not include too many specific details.  Summaries are meant to be more of a general overview of a text.  You can also create a summary by writing the main idea of EACH section of the article.

Author’s Point of View

An author’s point of view is the author’s opinion or perspective about a topic.  It is what the author believes.  To find an author’s point of view, you can look at:
· The author’s tone

· The words the author uses (if it has positive or negative connotation)
Context Clues
A context clue is a word or phrase near an unknown word that helps a reader understand the meaning of the unknown word.  When you are trying to find out the definition of an unfamiliar word, follow the steps below:  

1. Recognize the unfamiliar word, sound it out and finish reading the entire sentence.
2. Re-read a couple of sentences before AND after the unfamiliar word.
3. Reflect on the surrounding words and circumstances/situation.  Ask yourself:

· What do I know about what’s happening in this part of the text?

· Are there any words around it that could give me clues?

· Could I think of another word/phrase that would fit in this sentence that would make sense?
4. Replace the unfamiliar word with the word or phrase you came up with and see if it makes sense
You can also easily remember these steps by thinking about RRRR:

R  ecognize the unfamiliar word
R  eread what came before and what came after

R  eflect on the scene & look for hints

R  eplace the word or phrase & see if it make sense

Main Idea
The main idea is the most important or central thought of a section of text.  It tells about the big, overall idea; it is NOT a specific detail.  The main idea statement should be in your own words (not copied from the text).
You can figure out the main idea of a passage by asking yourself, “What is this part MOSTLY teaching me?”  You can further break that down and ask yourself:  
1. WHO or WHAT is the subject/topic of this section?  

2. What is the author saying about him/her/it?  

Make sure your main idea is a FULL SENTENCE; it SHOULD NOT be a phrase or a word. Also make sure that you can find supporting details in the text to support your main idea, which are sentences that help explain and/or prove the main idea.  

Development of Ideas
When a question asks you how the author develops his or her theme/idea, it is asking you how the author is presenting his/her ideas to the readers.  
For example:  

· By quoting…
· By citing studies…
· By using examples/providing reasons…
· By comparing/contrasting…
· By explaining…

· By using anecdotes (personal stories)…
Look at your author’s techniques chart for more!  You have one for narrative, informational writing, and for argument writing!
