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Exploration Essay Rubric
	Outcome
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Plan

Make deliberate plans, reflect, and persevere in order to achieve goals.

	___  During class work periods, student is frequently off task and requires great amounts of teacher redirection.

___  Student does not meet all benchmarks/deadlines leading up to the essay.

___  Assignment is handed in late.
___  The assignment has a messy appearance and/or looks like it was put together in a rush.


	___  During class work periods, student is on task most of the time, but may need some teacher redirection.  

___  All major benchmarks/deadlines have been met on time.

___  Student hands the project in on time.  

___  The assignment has a clean and neat appearance.
	___  During class work periods, student is on task and needs no teacher redirection.  

___  All major benchmarks/deadlines have been met on time.

___  Student hands the project in on time.

___  The assignment has a clean and neat appearance.

	Be Precise

Accurately represents historical ideas.

	___  Student describes less than 2 positive effects of exploration.
___  Student describes less than 2 negative effects of exploration.  
	___  Student describes at least 2 positive effects of exploration.  She may only describe the effect on one group (i.e. Native Americans or Europeans).  
___  Student describes at least 2 negative effects of exploration.  She may only describe the effect on one group (i.e. Native Americans or Europeans).  

	___  Student describes the positive effects of exploration for both the Europeans and the Native Americans. (At least 1 positive effect for each group.) 
___  Student describes the negative effects of exploration for both the Europeans and the Native Americans.  (At least 1 negative effect for each group.)


	Be Precise

Accurately represent language.

	___  Any direct quotes from sources are not punctuated correctly.

___  Student does not demonstrate an understanding of standard grammar and punctuation rules (e.g. capitalization, sentence fragments, run-on sentences).
___  Student has multiple spelling errors, and/or uses the incorrect homophones.


	___  Any direct quotes from sources are punctuated correctly.

___  Student demonstrates an understanding of standard grammar and punctuation rules (e.g. capitalization, sentence fragments, run-on sentences).
___  Student has some spelling errors, but the mistakes do not detract greatly from a reader’s understanding of the text.  Student uses the correct homophone.    


	___  Any direct quotes from sources are punctuated correctly.

___  Student demonstrates an understanding of standard grammar and punctuation rules (e.g. capitalization, sentence fragments, run-on sentences).
___  Student has no spelling errors.  Student uses the correct homophone.  


	Communicate

Make ideas and information understood, mindful of audience, purpose, and setting.


	___  Student’s essay is not written to inform; she puts her own opinion inside of the essay.

___  Student’s essay does not follow proper essay format; it may not have an introduction, body paragraphs, and/or conclusion; or the introduction and/or conclusion do not properly outline/summarize the key points in the essay.

___  Body paragraphs do not follow TIED format.  The evidence may not support the topic sentence and/or thesis, or the discussion may be illogical or missing.  

___  Sources are incorrectly cited or are completely missing.  

____  Student does not use any transition words to help readers logically follow her thought process or the transition words are used incorrectly.


	___  Student’s essay is clearly written to inform; she does not insert her own opinion into the essay.  

___  Student follows proper essay format.  She has a basic introduction that clearly outlines the essay, organizes her essay into body paragraphs, and writes a conclusion that clearly summarizes the key points in the essay.

___  All body paragraphs follow TIED format.  All evidence presented supports the topic sentences and/or thesis.  The discussion is logical, although it could have been stronger and further explained.

___  At least 4 different sources from the research articles are utilized and correctly cited.  

___  Student correctly uses some basic transition words to aid readers in following her thought process and logic.


	___  Student’s essay is clearly written to inform; she does not insert her own opinion into the essay.  

___  Student follows proper essay format.  She uses an inverted pyramid structure for her introduction, organizes her essay into body paragraphs, and writes a conclusion that summarizes the key points in the essay without restating the introduction.

___  All body paragraphs follow TIED format.  All evidence presented supports the topic sentences and/or thesis.  The discussion is extremely strong and logical.  

___  More than 4 different sources are used and correctly cited.  In addition to the research provided, the student finds her own reputable sources to include as evidence in her essay.  

___  Student correctly uses a variety of transition words to aid readers in following her thought process and logic. 




