Have I punctuated dialogue and interior monologue correctly?

Follow these rules when you use dialogue and interior monologue in your narratives:

1. Put quotation marks (“ ”) around the words that actually come out of people’s mouths.  Keep he said, she said and all other words outside the quotes.  For example:

· Karen said, “I love basketball.”

2. Capitalize the first word that the speaker says.  For example:

· She shouted, “Meet me at the gym tonight!”

3. Any punctuation that is part of the sentences spoken by the person is placed inside the quotation marks.  For example:

· Steven said, “It’s my birthday!”  (The exclamation point is inside the quotes.)

· “What are you doing?” she inquired.  (The question mark is inside the quotes.)

4. Punctuation (whether that is a comma, question mark, or exclamation point) MUST separate the quotation from the narration (e.g. he said/she said/I thought).  For example:

· She shouted, “Meet me at the gym tonight!”  

· “What did you say?” she asked quizzically.

· Steven said, “It’s my birthday!”  

5. If the narration (e.g. he said/she said) is at the END of the sentence, it needs its own end punctuation.  For example:

· “Can I borrow your black bag?” Mike asked.  (This has both a question mark inside the quotation marks and also at the end of the sentence.)  
· “Make it five dollars for rent,” Joe said.  (This has both a comma inside the quotation and a period at the end of the sentence.)  
It does NOT need it if the quotation comes at the end.  For example:  

· Steven said, “It’s my birthday!”  (This does NOT need an additional period at the end.)
6. Every time the speaker switches in dialogue, indent for a new paragraph, even if he or she only says one word.  For example:
Joe quietly said, “Becky, you aren’t going to be happy.  I broke your iPod.”

“What?”  Becky screamed.

“You heard me.  I broke your iPod.  Here are the thirty-seven pieces it broke into,” Joe said as he ran out of the room.  

Try It!

Punctuate the following lines of dialogue:

1. Mom asked What time does the party start?

2. Ben said Right after supper.

3. You have to finish your homework first she reminded him.

4. He answered I’ll start right now.

5. Later, his mom called up the stairs Tomas is here.

6. Great! Ben shouted.

7. I’ll be right down he added because I just finished.  

Now try it in your own narrative!  Go back and fix any dialogue / interior monologue you wrote to ensure the punctuation is correct.
