How To Write A Strong Short Response Paragraph

When responding to a short response question, you MUST include 2 essential things:

1. A topic sentence (also known as your “claim” or “inference”)

2. SPECIFIC details/evidence from the text

Topic Sentences

The topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph. Here is where you state your claim, or your answer to the question, in a clear sentence. 

How do you write a strong topic sentence?

You can use the question/prompt to guide you!   Follow these steps:

1. Underline the question and identify the question word (e.g. What, how, why, etc.).

2. Cross the question word out and try to re-arrange the rest of the words to begin your topic sentence.

3. Complete the rest of the sentence with your answer.  

Let’s say you get this short response question:  

How does the author help the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil?  Use at least 2 details from the passage to support your answer.

Let’s follow the steps on how to create a strong topic sentence:

1. Underline the question and identify the question word.

How does the author help the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil?  Use at least 2 details from the passage to support your answer.

Question word = “How”

2. Cross the question word out and try to re-arrange the rest of the words to begin your topic sentence.

How does the author help the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil?


The author helps the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil…

(Sometimes rearranging the rest of the question will require you to leave out the word that follows the “question word” in order for it to make sense.  In the example above, we left out the word “does.”)

3. Complete the rest of the sentence with your answer.  

Certain question words require you to complete the sentence a certain way.  For example:

	If the question word is…
	Complete the sentence by using…

	How
	…by

	Why
	…because

	What
	…is


So, in our example, the topic sentence would be:

How does the author help the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil?


The author helps the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil BY…

(Using your knowledge from the text, you would then answer the question.  For example:  “The author helps the reader understand that the island feels like home to Wil by showing us his thoughts and his actions.”)

Now You Try:

Writing Topic Sentences

Directions:  Read the following prompts and write a strong topic sentence on the line provided.  You can just write the stem without the actual answer or you can make up an answer that you think might pertain.  

1. Why do you think George Nissen’s invention was successful?  Use details from the article to support your answer.  

Topic Sentence:  














2. According to the article, Kate had to overcome obstacles to fulfill her dream.  Describe one obstacle Kate overcame in her effort to become a successful conductor, and tell how she overcame his obstacle.  Use details from the article to support your answer.  (Hint:  Make sure you answer ALL of the questions!)
Topic Sentence:  














3. How does the setting change the first time Eric falls asleep?  Describe how this change affects the series of events that follow.

Topic Sentence:  














4. What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?  Use at least two details from the text to support your answer.
Topic Sentence:  














5. Explain how the author supports her opinion that watching too much television is bad for you.

Topic Sentence:  














